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On December 5 Lester, League High Commissioner at Danzig,
paid a visit to Warsaw of an official character—the first he had
made during his term of office. He stayed for several days, was
received by President Moscicki, and discussed with Beck the
position of affairs in the Free City, where the Nazis had suffered
some checks, but still controlled its Government. After Lester
left Warsaw Beck went to Geneva to attend the Council meeting
dealing with the Hoare-Laval plan for peace between Italy and
Abyssinia. An article in the Gazeta Polska expressed the attitude
of the Polish Government—the plan might or might not be good,
but the manner in which it had been made was objectionable,
inasmuch as it was the work of one or two Powers' secret bargain-
ing. Said the article: "Either you allow the Geneva apparatus
to decide and act on a basis of mutuality, or you tolerate the secret
bargaining of a few Powers behind the back of the League. If
this secret bargaining is to be tolerated, it cannot be expected of
Poland that she should participate in sanctions at all." Poland
was afraid that this secret bargaining of the Great Powers might
lead to a revival of the Four-Power Pact which she always opposed.
But the dramatic course of events culminating in the dropping
of the plan by the British Government and the resignation of
Hoare, the British Foreign Secretary, completely altered the
situation, and presented Beck with no occasion for stating what
Poland thought of the whole affair. That, however, in its essence,
had already been done by Komarnicki, the Polish resident
representative at Geneva, who had said that it was for the Council
in its totality, and not for this or that Great Power or a combination
of them, to settle the question. The Small Powers applauded
such a statement, for most of them felt that the Great Powers
took too much on themselves at Geneva.
Poland continued to fulfil her obligations to the League con*
cerning the financial and economic sanctions imposed on Italy,
but at considerable cost to her trade and commerce. For 1935
Polish exports came to 925 million zlotys in value, and imports
to 860 millions, the favourable balance being 65 millions against
176 millions for the previous year. The heaviest drop occurred

